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October 9, 2008

PTA President's NOTE

Fall has finally arrived
and the days are starting
to get a little shorter and
the temperature a bit
cooler.  Sangster has
gotten off to a great start
and the children seem to
be happier than ever.
The PTA is doing their
part in keeping our chil-
dren’s minds & bodies
occupied by sponsoring
several new clubs this
year. The Fencing pro-
gram is new to Sangster
and seems to be one of
the more popular offer-
ings. Demand for this
club was so high two
new classes were added
to the schedule to ac-
commodate as many
future swashbucklers as
possible. A couple of
our six graders were in-
terested in sharing their
knowledge of the Rubik’s
cube and formed their
own after school club.
Participants of this club
will endeavor to learn the
secrets to solve this intri-
cate puzzle. The
Stacker club is also back
by popular demand.
Participants in this ener-
getic activity will be rac-
ing against the clock to
stack 12 specially de-
signed cups into various
patterns. If something
more calming is to your
child’s liking, Hunt Valley
is allowing our children
to participate in their
chess club this vyear.

Information on all of
these programs and
more can be found on
our website at
www.sangsterpta.org.

The Sangster spirit wear
sale was a huge success
this year. Close to 500
items were purchased by
our parents, students
and staff. Way to show
your school spirit!!! | look
forward to seeing every-
one displaying their
school pride on Spirit
wear Fridays. If you're
feeling a little left out or a
tiny bit jealous car mag-
nets are still available for
purchase and would
make an excellent stock-
ing stuffer around the
holidays.

Unless you have been
living under a rock you
know that the country is
facing a very difficult time
in the real estate market.
Fairfax County is not im-
mune to the steep de-
cline the rest of the coun-
try has experience in
home prices. Since real
estate tax revenue is a
large source of funds for
the Fairfax County
budget, it comes as no
surprise to learn that the
County is expecting a
$200 million dollar short-
fall for County schools.
The School Board is
seeking input from the
county residents on the
formation of its FY 2010

budget. Through a
series of 20 Commu-
nity Dialogue Ses-
sions, citizens are
invited to share their
thoughts and sugges-
tions in advance of what
will be a very difficult
budgetary process.
Times and dates for
these sessions are avail-
able on our website.

If you are interested in
attending one of these
sessions and would like
to help keep the Sang-
ster community informed
about this issue and any
other important issue
that are sure to arise
during the school year,
please consider volun-
teering for the PTA Leg-
islative awareness com-
mittee.

Enjoy the beautiful Mid-
Atlantic fall weather and
take advantage of all that
our community has to
offer during this time of

the year. Visit a pump-
kin festival or go pick
apples. Build some

memories that will last a
lifetime. Please remem-
ber to keep our children
safe while they are out
running around on Hal-
loween by driving slowly
in our neighbor-
hoods.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Monday, October 13th
Columbus Day
NO SCHOOL

Friday, October 17
at 3:45 pm
Stackers Club

Saturday, October 18th
10:00 am
Pyramid Challenge

Friday, October 31st
First Grading Period Ends

November 3rd and 4th
Student Holidays
NO SCHOOL

|
HAPPY

HALLOWEEN!
|

PTA Officers

President
Paul Sita
703-455-0085
psita@cox.net
Vice President
Kristin McDaniel
703-569-3516
kristin.mcdaniel@fcps.edu
Secretary
Stephanie Leitzel
703-455-1423
swleitzel@verizon.net
Treasurer
Carolyn Dannahey
703-912-5687
cdannahey@henninger.com
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NOTE FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL

GAIL KINSEY
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Dear Parents,

The school year is off and run-
ning! Thank you for attending
the Back To School Nights. As
usual, we had almost 100% at-
tendance. That speaks to the
parent support and commitment
that makes Sangster so success-
ful. Thank you.

Fairfax County is projecting a
deficit of more than 400 million
for the next fiscal year. This
most certainly will affect the
schools. This fall, Fairfax County

and Fairfax County Public
Schools are holding budget
meetings for taxpayers to give
input into the formulation of
budgets for the next year. Did
you know that the vast majority
pf Fairfax residents do NOT have
children in school? We will be
facing very difficult financial
times and it is important that
parents are involved in the proc-
ess. Please consult the FCPS
website at www.fcps.edu to see
a listing of the upcoming meet-

“community dialogue”). Regis-
tration for attending a meeting
is required. You can register by
calling 703-324-2391. If you are
unable to attend a meeting in
person, please provide your in-
put by going online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget.

Please mark your calendars for
the student holiday on October
13™ Columbus Day. We hope
the weather will cooperate for
some family pumpkin patch fun
for your family .

ings (located under hyperlink for o
Gail Kinsey

Fairfax County government is projecting a budget deficit of more than $400 million for FY 2010 (beginning July 1,
2009), which must be addressed through a combination of spending reductions and other strategies. The challenge
is to develop a budget with an appropriate level of services that is both sustainable and acceptable to the commu-
nity.

Fairfax County government and Fairfax County Public Schools invite you to attend one of the I **** #
scheduled to gather comments from the public, which will be used as a key factor to help guide the
development of criteria for making budget decisions.

Each community dialogue will consist of presentations by county and school budget staff members followed by fa-
cilitated small-group discussions. The next set of community dialogues will be held:

. $%! &  $(C ¥ "7, at Fairfax County Government Center.
. $%! & -$(C ) "7, at South County Government Center.
IS $%1 & $C )+ U7 at

*Qakton High School

*South County Secondary School (Lorton)
eMarshall High School (Falls Church)
eHerndon High School

. $%! &  .§)+ 7T, , at:
eCentreville Regional Library
eFairfax Regional Library
*Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library (Falls Church)
*Pohick Regional Library (Burke)
. $%! & D)§(C )+
A complete list of dates, times, and locations can be found at

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/government/budget/publicmeetings.htm. Registration is required. For more informa-
tion, including addresses, or to register, go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget or call 703-324-2391, TTY 711.

,"",, at McLean Community Center

If you are unable to attend one of the community dialogue sessions, Fairfax County still wants to hear from you. If
you have suggestions or comments, you can call the budget hot line at ( +i+ "#)"  or complete the budget feed-
back form online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget.
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| Mark your calendars now, so you won't miss our SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR! |
1 The Fair will be during school days on November 17th - 21st. The fair will run ||
] during the school day from 9 - 3:40 for students. Family times I
| (for students and parents to come together) are scheduled for I
| Tues., Nov. 18th from 6:00 - 8:00 and Thurs., Nov. 15 from 3:40 I
| - 5:00. Parents are also able to purchase a book for their child's I
[ classroom teacher. Simply select one or more Book Wish Dona- I
| tions Cards from the Wish List display at the Fair. The titles are [
| picked by teachers as desired library selections for their classrooms. Your child [
I will be able to personalize a bookplate to place in each gift book you purchase. |
H Proceeds from this event will enable our school library to purchase additional li- H
| brary materials for Sangster students to use and enjoy! Kevin Hjelm
i Sangster Librarian I
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The 2008-2009 Reflections Themeis: /0
1 2 * §%! & -

In its more than 30-year history, the program has encouraged millions of students across the nation and in Ameri-
can schools overseas to explore their artistic talents. PTA believes all children deserve a quality arts education and
encourages students to pursue artistic expression through participation in its annual Reflections Program. The pro-
gram offers students the opportunity to create works of art for fun and recognition.

Students are encouraged to submit works of art in six areas:
e literature
e dance choreography
e film/video production

e musical composition

e Photography

e visual arts (which includes art forms such as drawing, painting, print making, and collage).
To view or download 2008-2009 Reflection Forms & Information, please visit:
http://www.vapta.org/index.php/forms-a-documents/cat view/82-arts-in-education.html

View the National PTA website Reflections page to learn more about the program: http://www.pta.org/2032.asp

Visit the Reflections Gallery: http://pta.browsermedia.com/

Questions or interested in volunteering? %3 * 4 =" -
1 5 67 8 9( +) (¢

Thank you for your support of the PTA Reflections Program!!
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INCLEMENT WEATHER AND EMERGENCY CLOSING everpchild. aniice

< ! / r 7 = !
! / / > ! &
! *
695 ! ! , 6 9% / , 6+9 / ,

In every case of a schedule change:

e Tune in to local radio and television stations (including cable Channel 21, a channel programmed by
FCPS), which are notified as soon as a decision is made.

e Check www.fcps.edu.
e Call the FCPS hot line at 800-839-FCPS (3277).

Do not phone the school or one of the stations for this information. To receive this information via e-mail,
sign up for the FCPS Keep in Touch (KIT) e-mail naotification system. (See article below on how to sub-
scribe and how to update your Keep in Touch information or go to www.fcps.edu/kit/.)

For more information, go to http://www.fcps.edu/news/weather.htm.

If you want to learn more about how FCPS administrators decide to delay or close schools during inclem-
ent weather, you can check out a short video, which is available online by going to
http://www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/ss8 snowdaze.asx.

RUBIKS CUBE CLUB! SPEED STACKERS CLUB
Sangster is sponsoring its first Rubiks Cube Club!
All participants must be willing to learn how to Speed Stackers Club will meet Oct. 17th at 3:45 in
solve the cube. This process takes a lot of pa- the cafeteria. Wondering what Speed Stackers is???
tience and practice to master. But once you've got Go to speedstacks.com & watch a video or for more
it, it's a lot of fun! e 7 - # information about our program check out the Sang-

$ " !
!

ster PTA website or contact:

Margaret Sita
We will meet from 3:45PM to 5:00 sangsterpta@gmail.com
PM in R-4 on the following Fri-
days: October 17, 24, 31, Novem-
ber 7, 14, 21, December 5, 12,
and 19. Instruction will be provided by Patrick Kim :
and Matt Otto. To read the club promotional flyer : DID YOU KNOW???
and registration, go to www.sangsterpta.org. .

Questions?: Email us at sangsterrubix-

Last year Sangster raised over $2600 by

club@gmail.com : clipping Box Tops!
a I N SANGSTER ELEMENTARY
CAR MAGNETS! SCHOOL

We're on the Web! Thanks to all those who helped make our 7420 Reservation Drive

SPIRITWEAR sale a huge success. Springfield, VA 22153
www.sangsterpta.org - - 31 < & 0 Phone: 703-644-8200
Contact Margaret Sita at i?;(e::ndance: ;gggﬁggg;
N sangsterpta@gmail.com . ) www.fcps.edu/SangsterES




