
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 
December 24th-January 2nd 

Winter Vacation 
NO SCHOOL 

 
January 19th 

Martin Luther King Day 
NO SCHOOL 

 
January 20th 

Inauguration Day 
NO SCHOOL 

 
  January 26th and 27th  
Teacher In-Service Days 

NO SCHOOL 

HAPPYHAPPYHAPPYHAPPY    

HOLIDAYS!HOLIDAYS!HOLIDAYS!HOLIDAYS!    

Hello everyone and 
welcome to our holi-
day edition of the 
Sangster Source. 

This is a great time of 
the year to look back 
and reflect on some 
of the many things 
that make our Sang-
ster community so 
wonderful.  We have 
a principal and staff 
that care deeply 
about our children 
and their educational 
experience. When I 
put my kids on the 
bus in the morning it 
is like sending them 
off to their home 
away from home.  We 
have teachers who 
volunteer there own 
time to run book 
clubs, after-school 
running programs 
and theater clubs to 
name just a few.  I’ve 
seen teachers on 
more than one occa-
sion dig into their 
own pockets to pay 
for a child’s lunch 
when their account is 
empty.  Not only are 
the teachers so won-
derful but the Sang-
ster parents are some 
of the most actively 
involved parents that 

you will find any-
where.  I thank you 
for stepping up to the 
plate when called 
upon.  These are 
some of the many 
things that I am 
thankful for this holi-
day season and why I 
enjoy being President 
of the PTA. 

While I’m handing 
out thanks.  I would 
like to thank everyone 
who volunteered to 
make our recent Sa-

fari Book Fair/ Ice 
Cream social such a 
huge success.  A big 
thank you goes out to 
Beth White who was 
able to get all of the 
delicious ice cream 
donated and Monica 
Grose who coordi-
nated the social activi-
ties.  It was great to 
see this event so well 
attended.  It is truly an 
amazing thing that 
happens when you 
put the words free 

and ice cream in 
the same sentence.  
I know it works for 
my family. 

I would also like to 
thank Linda White-
stone and the rest of 
the hospitality com-
mittee who did an 
outstanding job host-
ing the PTA Thanks-
giving breakfast for 
the fine teachers and 
staff of Sangster.  The 
annual breakfast is an 
opportunity for the 
parents to show their 
appreciation by treat-
ing the School’s staff 
to a wonderful home 
cooked breakfast. 

Enjoy the remainder 

of the year and have 

a happy and joyous 

holiday season.   

Paul Sita 

PTA President 

December 18, 2008 
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Happy Holidays!  If it is December that means that snow and ice are not far behind.  
This is the perfect time for parents to insure that they have back up plans for their chil-
dren’s care in the event that school is dismissed early due to weather conditions.  
Please share those plans with your child so that they will know what to do if they ar-
rive home and you are not there. 

 

The Washington Post recently reviewed the SOL scores for schools in Virginia and compiled a list of 
schools  that they called the “Top 100 Elementary Schools in the DC Area”.  They used SOL pass ad-
vanced scores in reading and math in grades 3-5.  Sangster had 65% of our total school population 
passing advanced on those tests and came in at number 31 on the list.  While scores are only one 
measure of success, we are happy for the recognition.  Congratulations to our students, parents and 
teachers for their continued fine work. 

 

Last month we asked for contributions of forks, spoons, ketchup and napkins for use by our students 
in the cafeteria.  As usual, the Sangster community came through in the spirit of cooperation and 
helpfulness that is the hallmark.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Winter vacation begins for students on December 24th. This is a long break as the children do not 
return to school till January 5th.  If students will be absent any additional days, please remember to 
call in the absence through our attendance line at 703-644-8282. You can call 24 hours, 7 days a 
week to leave a message. When students are absent, we do call home to determine their status and 
it would save us many staff hours if we had a message advising us of the absence. 

 

January has many student holidays and that makes for a good time to plan some family time. The 
students will be out of school on January 19th, Martin Luther King Day, January 20th, In-
auguration Day, and  January 26th and 27th , Teacher In-Service Days. 

 

All of us at Sangster send you our very best wishes for a new year filled with health, 
peace and the love of family and friends. 

P A G E  2  S A N G S T E R  S O U R C E  

A nOTE FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL 
GA I L  K INS EY  

FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Just a friendly reminder that when parking in front of  the 
school, please be courteous of  the reserved parking 
(Especially that all important PTA President 

spot!) and remember when the bus 
lights are flashing you can not pass 

the bus. 



P A G E  3  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE EXPERIENCE PROGRAM  (FLEX) FOREIGN LANGUAGE EXPERIENCE PROGRAM  (FLEX) FOREIGN LANGUAGE EXPERIENCE PROGRAM  (FLEX) FOREIGN LANGUAGE EXPERIENCE PROGRAM  (FLEX)     

is offering a NEW Spring Session, starting as early 
as 1/12/2009. 

 

NEW! NEW! NEW! 
 

ARABIC Level 1 for grades 1-6th on Monday's from 1:15pm to 2:15pm - 
Cost $140 for 15 weeks, starting on 1/12/09. (FP01115, 0002) 

 
SPANISH Level 1 grades 1-6th on Monday's from 7:50am to 8:50am- Cost 

$108 for 10 weeks, starting 3/23/09.(FP08110, 0011) 
 

FRENCH Level 1 grades 1-3 on Tuesday from 7:50am to 8:50am- Cost $ 83 
for 8 weeks, starting 3/31/09.(FP05108,0001) 

 
SIGN LANGUAGE Level 1 grades 1-6th from 3:45pm to 4:45pm - Cost $ 108 

for 10 weeks, starting 3/25/09.(FP03110,0003) 
 

Registration is open till the start of the classes. 
ONLINE Registration ONLY. Please go to www.fcps.edu/aceclasses. Than 

click on "Kids&Teens", than Flex. 
Minimum of 5 students per class to run and maximum is 15. 

 
For any further informations, please contact Marina Elsisi (Flex PTA 
Rep. Sangster ES) at marina.elsisi@fcps.edu or 703-644-75-77.  

THANK YOU BOOK FAIR VOLUNTEERS!THANK YOU BOOK FAIR VOLUNTEERS!THANK YOU BOOK FAIR VOLUNTEERS!THANK YOU BOOK FAIR VOLUNTEERS!    

The Sangster Library Staff would like to extend a thank you to the Sangster commu-
nity for the support of the recent Book Fair. There were over 70 volun-
teers who helped to make this Safari a success. The proceeds from this 
event are being used in various ways. Several new books will be 
added to the collection. The technology of the library will be up-
graded. Thanks to YOU, Sangster library is a great place to visit. Please 
take the time to come in and browse! If you do not have the time to 
come in, you can browse our collection of books by visiting the Sangster Library 
page of the school website. 



        JUMP ROPE FOR HEARTJUMP ROPE FOR HEARTJUMP ROPE FOR HEARTJUMP ROPE FOR HEARTJUMP ROPE FOR HEARTJUMP ROPE FOR HEARTJUMP ROPE FOR HEARTJUMP ROPE FOR HEART 

Sangster will have another Jump Rope for Heart this year. The 
date is Friday, February 20th from 3:45 - 5:00. Students in 1st - 6th grade 

will be allowed in participate. Look for more information in the future.  

Red Apple 21 Spotlight on Music to Air December 15-28 

FCPS cable TV channel Red Apple 21 will air Spotlight on Music (formerly the Holiday 
Spotlight), a round-up of holiday concerts and performances every day December 15-28. The start times are: 

• 10 a.m. 

• 4 p.m. 

• 9 p.m. 

For more information about Red Apple 21, go to http://www.fcps.edu/cable.htm. 

Help Those in Need, Adopt a Family for the Holidays This Year 

Times are tough for everyone these days. But for thousands of families in Fairfax County who are already on the 
brink of poverty, times are even tougher. For these families, even the basic necessities of life are slipping out of 
reach. And when the holidays are here, children in these families may not have presents or even a holiday meal to 
celebrate the season—unless you can help. 

Through a grant from Fairfax County, local nonprofit Our Daily Bread, Inc., (ODB) administers a holiday program 
that matches local families with donors who provide Thanksgiving and December holiday meals, as well as gifts for 
children in the families. 

Families are referred to the program by Fairfax County Public Schools social workers and counselors, as well as 
local social services agencies. Many of the families served by ODB work multiple jobs to make ends meet but still 
are unable to keep up with the high cost of housing, food, transportation, and utilities in the county. Others are un-
able to work because of illness or injury. 

When you adopt a family, you will feel the true spirit of the season. Participating in the holiday program is a won-
derful group or family activity. And it’s a great way to give back to the community, because your help goes directly 
to a local family in need.  

How Can I Help?  

When you choose to adopt a family, you simply purchase food for a holiday meal and arrange to deliver it to the 
family. For December holidays, you also purchase gifts or gift cards for the children in the family. The process is 
simple. You can also make a contribution of cash or gift cards directly to Our Daily Bread, which will distribute 
them to families that are not adopted. 

How Do I Sign Up?  

Simply log on to www.our-daily-bread.org and fill out a donor form. The organization will match you up with a fam-
ily and send you all the information you need. You can also send an e-mail to holiday@odbfairfax.org, or call  
703-273-8829. 

If you prefer to make a donation, just visit the web site and click on Donate Now, or mail your contribution to  

Our Daily Bread Holiday Program, 10777 Main Street, suite 320, Fairfax, VA 22030. 

Phone:                     703-644-8200 
Fax:                          703-644-8297 
Attendance:             703-644-8282 

www.fcps.edu/SangsterES 

7420 Reservation Drive 
Springfield, VA   22153 

 

SANGSTER ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 

We’re on the Web!We’re on the Web!We’re on the Web!We’re on the Web!    

www.sangsterpta.orgwww.sangsterpta.orgwww.sangsterpta.orgwww.sangsterpta.org    

FROM THE FCPS NEWSWIRE! 


