
 

Dear Parents and Teachers- 

The PTA has several events 
planned for the upcoming 
months. 

Our next PTA meeting will 
be held tonight, April 12th 
at 7:00pm in Room R4. 
Please try to attend. We will 
be presenting the slate of 
officers for next year and 
voting on the bylaw revi-
sions. 

The Fun Fair will be held on 
April 20th from 5:30pm – 
9:30pm. The students really 
love this event. It takes all of 
us working together to pull 
it off. If you haven’t been 
contacted to help, please 
contact your room parent 
and find out what you can 
do to make this night special 
for all of the children. You’ll 
be surprised how much fun 

you’ll have helping out! 

The Silent Auction will be 
held on October 20, 2007. 
In order to make this event 
successful, we again will 
have to enlist your help. We 
are asking everyone to try to 
donate or find a donor to 
donate a prize or service. 
This can be done so easily – 
the next time you get your 
car serviced, get your hair 
cut, go to your favorite res-
taurant, go to the movie 
theater, or anywhere else, 
ask the owner or manager 
of the business if they would 
be willing to donate. If you 
don’t feel comfortable ask-
ing for donations, you may 
want to think of a way that 
you could donate some-
thing yourself. For example, 
do you have a special talent 
that you could offer, do you 

or a family member have a 
vacation home you’d be 
willing to offer, or do you 
own your own business and 
would like to sponsor a bas-
ket? Let’s all get involved so 
that all classes can be 
equipped with Smartboards. 
Donor forms are available in 
the office. Please come by 
and take a few home with 
you. 

I sound like a broken record, 
but the PTA really does need 
your help. If you want to 
help with something, please 
let me know. There are 
plenty of jobs for everyone! 

Thanks to all of you for help-
ing make Sangster a won-

derful place for our 
children! 

Leah EsperLeah EsperLeah EsperLeah Esper    

PTA PresidentPTA PresidentPTA PresidentPTA President 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
 

TONIGHT! April 12th 
PTA Meeting 

7:00pm in Room R4 
 

April 19th 
Hip Hop Dancers  

Dancing to Sangster! 
 

April 20th 
Sangster Fun Fair 

April 12,, 2007 
April Issue 

A nOTE FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL 
GA I L  K INS EY  

Hola! Como es usted?  Tengo noticias emocionantes a compartir!  (Hello!  How are you? I have exciting news to share!)  
At least that is what I hope it says!  Sangster was recommended and approved to begin a FLES program next year with 
our first grade classes, and the language that we will be introducing is Spanish. So it is time to brush up on my high 

school Spanish!  It is always exciting to launch a new program and we look forward to this possibility.  We 
will be staffed with a half time Spanish language teacher and the first grade classes will be the target group.  
The other children in the school will benefit from the program, but the focus will be on next year’s first 
grade. 

The testing window for the Standards of Learning Tests begins on May 7th.  The schedule was sent home to 
parents in grades 3-6 and another schedule will be published in this newsletter.  
Please refer to the schedule when making appointments that would require your 
child to be absent or tardy. We are most appreciative!  It is a nightmare trying to fit in 
all of the makeup testing for students in four different grade levels in 14 different tests. 

After spring vacation, the school year just seems to evaporate.  It is the time of year 
when teachers and parents may have to hold the reins a little tighter when the warm 
weather and start of spring sports may give us some competition for our kids’ atten-
tion. As always, we will need to work as a team, home and school, to keep our kids on 
track and focused in spite of the delights associated with “spring fever!”  Keep well spring fever!”  Keep well spring fever!”  Keep well spring fever!”  Keep well 
and happy this April!and happy this April!and happy this April!and happy this April!    
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Start making plans now to 
collect some Summer Read-
ing Fun at Sangster's next 
book fair! The library will 
host a mini-fair from Book-
worm Plantation on June 5, 
6, and 7. Kids will find plenty 
of great books to fill their 
summer hours. 

Pam Smuzynski, Librarian  
Sangster ES Library  

703-644-8228 

Thanks to everyone for the cloth-
ing donations to the clinic! We’re 
all stocked up again and don’t 

need any more. We really appreci-
ate the donations. They will be put 

to good use! 

 The Hip Hop Dancers 
are coming on April 19th 
at 9:15 for K-3 and 10:15 

4-6  

All are welcome to come! 

May 2007 May 2007 May 2007 May 2007 ---- SOL Schedule SOL Schedule SOL Schedule SOL Schedule    
Sun Mon Tue  Wed Thu  Fr i  Sat  

  1 2 3 4 5 
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6th  Reading 
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5th Reading 

9 

4th Reading 
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3rd Reading 
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5th  Science 
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6th Social 
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4th Math 
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HOLIDAY 

 29 

MAKE UP 

 30  
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MAKE UP 

June 1 

Last day to Test 

 

SCA NEWS 

BAND- AID DRIVE 

This year we will be holding a Band-
Aid Drive to make life a little better 
for kids at Fairfax Hospital. Sangster 
students can donate a box of fun 
Band-Aids that we will donate to 
the children's ward. We will be col-
lecting the Band-Aids during the 
week of April 16-20. Boxes will be 
available in the school lobby for do-
nations. Thanks for helping our 
school help the community ! 



 

Maurie NegrinMaurie NegrinMaurie NegrinMaurie Negrin        Dave GillumDave GillumDave GillumDave Gillum    

Grades K,1,3,5Grades K,1,3,5Grades K,1,3,5Grades K,1,3,5        Grades 2,4,6Grades 2,4,6Grades 2,4,6Grades 2,4,6    
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COUNSELORS’ CORNER 

Spring has finally sprung, and we're already beginning the the fourth quarter of our 
school year! Time really does fly when you're having fun ©. With spring in the air and 
students becoming increasingly excited about the warm weather, it is timely to remem-
ber these tips from the Helping Children Learn newsletter: 

Does Your Child Study Effectively? 

Q: My child studies hard, but she doesn't Q: My child studies hard, but she doesn't Q: My child studies hard, but she doesn't Q: My child studies hard, but she doesn't 
remember much. How can I help with this?remember much. How can I help with this?remember much. How can I help with this?remember much. How can I help with this? 

A: This is a common problem, and it's a rea-
son so many memory "tricks" have been in-
vented. For example, your child can: 

• Say it out loud. • Say it out loud. • Say it out loud. • Say it out loud. She should read 
and recite what she's learning. 
She can even tell you or a friend 
about what she studied. 

• Picture it. • Picture it. • Picture it. • Picture it. Suggest that your 
child make a picture in her 
mind or on paper. This may 
be more memorable than 
words. 

• Make a mental video. • Make a mental video. • Make a mental video. • Make a mental video. For exam-
ple, have her imagine the king 
and queen of Spain waving 
goodbye to her as she sails away 
on the Nina, Pinta and Santa 
Maria across her bedroom floor. 

• Associate. • Associate. • Associate. • Associate. Link information to something she already 
knows—a word, phrase, rhyme, story, sound, number or 
experience. 

• Rhyme. • Rhyme. • Rhyme. • Rhyme. "In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue." She can 
even write an entire poem or song. 

• Take self• Take self• Take self• Take self----tests. tests. tests. tests. Use flash cards and pretend quizzes to check 
knowl­edge. Parents and friends can help make up ques-
tions. 

Source: Sandi Sirotowitz and others, Study Strategies for Early School Success, ISBN : 1-
886941-55-6 (Specialty Press, Inc., 1-800-233-9273, wvvvv.addwarehouse.com). 

React Calmly When Your Child's 
School Calls Home 

At some point dur ing your child's school ca-
reer, you may get a phone call  about mis-
behavior. If that happens, how wi l l  you 
respond? Barbara Gaulke, Barbara Gaulke, Barbara Gaulke, Barbara Gaulke, a National Dis-
tinguished Principal from Wisconsin, says 
parents can make things better ... or worse. 
She suggests that they: 

• Keep an open mind. • Keep an open mind. • Keep an open mind. • Keep an open mind. Remember 
that you probably don't know all 
the facts. 

• Offer to come to school. • Offer to come to school. • Offer to come to school. • Offer to come to school. A face-to-face 
meeting with school staff provides a good opportu-
nity for problem solving. A team approach can make 
a big difference. 

• Respect the school's rules. • Respect the school's rules. • Respect the school's rules. • Respect the school's rules. Explain that some things might 
be okay at home, but not at school. 

• Avoid making excuses. • Avoid making excuses. • Avoid making excuses. • Avoid making excuses. Children need to see that their actions 
lead to consequences—consequences that may be uncomfort-
able. They learn from this experience. 

• • • •  Don't overreact.  Don't overreact.  Don't overreact.  Don't overreact. The trouble mav be a one-time event. Take it 
seriously, but remind your child how much you love him. 

A link to the entire newsletter can be found on our school website, or you can 

find it at: www.parent-institute.com.  

Thanks to  the PTA who sponsored all our guest speakers and 

programs this school year! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

SANGSTER FUN FAIR! 

Friday April 20th 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

- Pizza - Hot Dogs - Cotton Candy - Ice Cream - 

- Drinks - Mexican Dinners -   

-Kids Mexican Meals - 

 

- Moon Bounces -  

- Frisbee Spin Art    - Face Painting -  
- Tattoos - Hair Painting -  Karoke -  

- Cake Walk - Games - Raffle Table - 

Fire Trucks  - Police Cars - 

-VENDORS FOR YOUR SHOPPING PLEASURE! - 

Sangster Spiritwear 

Day Too!     

...And NEW THIS YEAR - A Cake Decorating Contest! 

We need volunteers to set up at 3:00 and 

clean-up at 9:30.  

Please e-mail Mary Fritsche at 

gofritsche@aol.com if you'd like to help out.     


