
Once again I am over-
whelmed by the gener-
osity of the Sangster 
community. The Silent 
Auction made over 
$18,000!! This will go a 
long way in bringing 
us closer to our goal of 
having a Smartboard in 
e v e r y  c l a s s r o o m . 
Thanks to everyone 
who donated items, 
purchased items and 
helped with the auc-
tion. A huge thank you 
to the auction commit-
tee – this group 
worked tirelessly and 
they are responsible for 

making the auction 
such a huge success. 

 

This month, the PTA 
will be hosting Turkey 
Bingo. This is a free 
event to be held on 
Thursday, November 
15th starting at 7:00 
pm. The library will be 
hosting the Scholastic 
book fair at the same 
time. Please come by 
and shop at the book 
fair and play some 
bingo. The hours of the 
book fair are the fol-
lowing: Tuesday, No-

vember 13th from 3:40 
pm until 5:00 pm, 
Wednesday, November 
14th from 9:00 am until 
3:40 pm and Thursday, 
November 15th from 
9:00 am until 8:00 pm. 
This should be a great 
night for all, so please 
plan on joining us. 

 

Have a great Thanks-
giving holiday! 

 

 

Leah EsperLeah EsperLeah EsperLeah Esper    
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 

Week of November 12th 
Scholastic Book Fair 

 
Thursday, November 15th 

7:00pm 
Turkey Bingo and Scholastic Book 

Fair 
 
 

Wednesday, November 21st 
2-hour early dismissal 

 
 

Thursday and Friday 
November 22-23rd 

NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
 

Tuesday 
November 27th 
9:15 and 10:15 
Nana Puddin’ 

 
 

A nOTE FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL 
GA I L  K INS EY  

November  8, 2007 

 Welcome to November! School is dismissed two hours early on November 21st.  For those of you new to 
the area, the traffic in the D.C. area on the day before Thanksgiving is truly brutal. experience has taught us 
in FCPS that if we don’t get the children home early on Wednesday, they will spend a great deal of time 
sitting on buses caught in traffic.  If you are traveling over the holiday and plan to have your child out of 
school, please remember to call the attendance line.  The number is 702-644-8282 and you can call 24 
hours a day to leave a message. 

Since August, the Sangster staff worked together on a variety of instructional committees to write our 
School Improvement Plan (SIP) which we have submitted to the Cluster VI Office. The School Board 

charged every FCPS school to use a new format for charting the course for the school.  In ad-
dition to the academic goals, we were also required to have goals in two new areas.  The first 
is called Essential Life Skills and the other is Responsibility to the Community. We established 
goals, objectives and work plans based on data analysis and research.  Once our SIP has been 
reviewed, we will make copies available  in our library and office for our parents to read.  I 
think you will be pleased with our plans. 

Included in the development of the SIP was the development of a Vision Statement.  Part of 
the process was having staff identify and discuss their core beliefs as well as to stipulate what 
promises they were willing to make to one another as professionals  Here is the result,  Sang-
ster’s Vision Statement: 

At Sangster we understand that we are preparing our students for a world that will be radi-
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"Nana Puddin" will be at  

Sangster on  

Tuesday November 27, 2007  

at 9:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

Mark your calendars now, so you won’t miss our Scho-
lastic Book Fair. The Fair will be during school days on 
November 12 - 16th from 9:00am – 3:40pm. Family 
times (for students and parents to come together) are 
scheduled for Tues., Nov. 13th from 3:40-5:00 and 
Thurs., Nov. 15 from 3:40 - 8:00. Students will find 
books here for recreational and academic reading. Par-
ents may also want to purchase a book for their child’s 
classroom teacher. Simply select one or more Book 
Wish Donations Cards from the Wish List display at the 
Fair. The titles are hand picked by teachers as desired 
library selections for their classrooms. Your child will be 
able to personalize a bookplate to place in each gift 
book you purchase.  

Proceeds from this event will enable our school library 
to purchase additional library materials for Sangster 
students to use and enjoy! 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Hjelm 

Sangster Librarian 

 

We’re on the Web!We’re on the Web!We’re on the Web!We’re on the Web!    

www.sangsterpta.orgwww.sangsterpta.orgwww.sangsterpta.orgwww.sangsterpta.org    

cally different from our own.  We believe that teacher passion for learning inspires our students and leads to 
their achievement. We believe that we are responsible for inspiring and motivation our students.  We believe 
that the environment we deliberately create must be loving, inviting, accepting and celebratory.  Our students 
bring us their gifts and ask us to uncover and exploit their strengths while developing and strengthening 
weak areas. It is our privilege to be a part of that process.  We will collaborate, research and reflect to match 
instructional practices with demonstrated individual needs. We will treat each child as if they are 
ours...because indeed, they are. 

It is the time for gathering family and friends together and reminding ourselves that we have much to be 
thankful for.  Thanksgiving gives us all the chance to look at our situations and re-
flect.  For our part at Sangster, we are grateful for our colleagues and for the warm 
and supportive families that we work with. Sharing our professional and personal 
lives with your children is a privilege that we warmly embrace.  Know that as we sit 
down to dinner with our families, we count our opportunity to be a part of the Sang-
ster community among our blessings. 

Discover, Visa, MasterCard, and 

American Express will be accepted! 

Phone:                     703-644-8200 
Fax:                          703-644-8297 
Attendance:             703-644-8282 

www.fcps.edu/SangsterES 

7420 Reservation Drive 
Springfield, VA   22153 

 

SANGSTER ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
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